
1 
 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 



2 
 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 



3 
 

33 

34 

35 

36 

37 

38 

39 

40 

41 

42 

43 

44 

45 

46 

47 

                                            
1 Including S v Leepile (1) 1986 2 SA 333 (W), (2) 1986 (2) SA 346 (W) and (published later) S v 
Leepile 1990 (3) SA 988 (W) and S v Leepile (6) 1993 SA 988 (W). 
2 The charges the Justices of the Court laid against then-Judge-President Hlophe in May 2008 could 
easily be seen as part of the legacy to the Court of both Arthur Chaskalson and Laurie Ackermann. 
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3 C O’Regan “From Form to Substance: The Constitutional Jurisprudence of Laurie Ackermann” 
Dignity, Freedom and the Post-Apartheid Legal Order 1 at 1-2. 
4 When I started at the Constitutional Court, Arthur Chaskalson once remarked over lunch with Albie 
Sachs – with loyal if somewhat rueful admiration – that Laurie let no judgment pass across his desk 
unless he had studied, unpicked and checked every sentence, every reference and every conclusion.  
I asked, uninnocently, whether this didn’t mean that Laurie could be a pain in the butt – at which Albie 
asked how I was going to translate that into Latin. 
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5 At para 53. 
6 Which I drew on heavily in Jordaan v City of Tshwane Metropolitan Municipality [2017] ZACC 31. 
7 Human Dignity: Lodestar for Equality in South Africa. 
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